1-07 Legal Relations and Responsibilities to the Public

1-07.1 Laws to be Observed

The Contractor shall always comply with all Federal, State, tribal, or local laws, ordinances,
and regulations that affect Work under the Contract. The Contractor shall indemnify, defend, and
save harmless the State (including the Governor, Commission, Secretary, and any agents,
officers, and employees) against any claims that may arise because the Contractor (or any
employee of the Contractor or Subcontractor or material-person) violated a legal requirement.

The Contractor shall be responsible to immediately report to the Engineer any deviation from
the contract provisions pertaining to environmental compliance, including but not limited to
spills, unauthorized fill in waters of the State including wetlands, water quality standards, noise,
air quality, etc.

The Contractor shall be responsible for the safety of all workers and shall comply with all
appropriate state safety and health standards, codes, rules, and regulations, including, but not
limited to, those promulgated under the Washington Industry Safety and Health Act RCW 49.17
(WISHA) and as set forth in Title 296 WAC (Department of Labor and Industries). In
particular the contractor’s attention is drawn to the requirements of WAC 296.800 which
requires employers to provide a safe workplace. More specifically WAC 296.800.11025
prohibits alcohol and narcotics from the workplace. The Contractor shall likewise be
obligated to comply with all federal safety and health standards, codes, rules, and regulations that
may be applicable to the Contract Work.

U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration rules apply when the project includes pit or
quarry operations. Among other actions, these regulations require the Contractor to notify the
nearest Mine Safety and Health sub district office (1) of the project before it begins, (2) of the
starting date, and (3) of the Physical Completion Date.

Without usurping the authority of other agencies, the Contracting Agency will cooperate with
them in their efforts to enforce legal requirements. Upon awareness of a violation of a legal
requirement, the Engineer will notify the Contractor in an effort to achieve compliance. The
Engineer may also notify the agency responsible for enforcement if the Engineer deems that
action is necessary to achieve compliance with legal requirements. The Engineer will also assist
the enforcement agency to obtain Contractor compliance to the extent such assistance is
consistent with the provisions of the Contract.



